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The Fellowship

National Senior Teaching Fellowship (began Sept 2016) - a sector-wide 
collaboration from April – June 2017

Using: 

• sparqs model and experience - towards a Student Engagement 
Framework

• Principles guiding a student partnership (Ireland) 

Also reference to Chapter B5 QAA Code and The Student Engagement 
Partnership – query partnership between NUS, CAPA, TEQSA, UA?



The background

• Student engagement in 
university decision-making 
and governance  

• An OLT Strategically 
Commissioned Priority 
project (2015/2016)

What, Why, and 
How?



The Australian Sector

• Younger

• Government-driven emphasis on corporatisation

• Diminished role of student associations in universities through VSU 
(Voluntary Student Unionism); and national student associations 
traditionally highly political

• Rural and regional multi-campus universities with large numbers of 
distance students

• Indigenous students



Ready acceptance of student/consumer characterisation 

But now many indications of repositioning of 
university/student relationship? – our project surveys; case 
studies and interest shown by the sector in this work



Formal provision for student participation

Higher Education Standards Framework 2015 (in force January 2017)

6.1.4 The governing body takes steps to develop and maintain an institutional environment in 

which freedom of intellectual inquiry is upheld and protected, students and staff are treated 

equitably, the wellbeing of students and staff is fostered, informed decision making by students 

is supported and students have opportunities to participate in the deliberative and decision 

making processes of the higher education provider.

6.3.3 Students have opportunities to participate in academic governance. 



Bourdieu’s misrecognition  - student apathy - or poor institutional support
Hare, J. (2015)’. The Australian, Higher Education Section, Nov 11 2015





Key points 
to take 
from 
research in 
Australia 
and abroad

Institutional commitment to, and respect 
for, student voice, and to student 
leadership essential to embed principles 
and culture of partnership

Challenge is to engage every students’ 
voice – International, indigenous, post 
graduate …



Themes
• Communication: Information about possibilities for 

student representative roles from the very beginning –
from orientation (‘this is the way we do things’); 

• Course Representatives: Culture of student 
representation starting from course/subject/year from 
the bottom rather than the top Information provided for 
both Course Representatives and Academics/Course Co-
ordinators

• Training, ongoing briefing, support for student 
representatives

• Strong student leadership in partnership with university

• Incentives: tangible/intangible?

• All voices: international, indigenous, off-shore, part 
time/full time, undergraduate, postgraduate, mature …

• Representative roles on national bodies eg QAA in the 
UK

• Sector- supported national agencies eg sparqs in 
Scotland 



Student representation
• University councils
• Senates

Student associations
• Commercial, Advocacy

Leadership
development

• Representation at course level
• Quality of learning experience

Leadership
development

• Training
• Effective 

representation

• Dialogue
• Mentoring

InfluenceInfluence

• NUS
• CAPA 
• NATSIPA 
• CISA

• Universities Australia

• Policy

• TEQSA

Student partnership in university decision-making
A systemic model



Our Student Voice  
Conversation
• Small Advisory Group and wider Network;

• Facebook page: Student Voice in university decision-making 

• Web page: studentvoice.uts.edu.au - draft project report and weekly 

blogs; 

• Twitter #studentvoiceolt

• Collaboration launch UTS in Sydney 28 April 2017 (DVC/PVC level and 

students); then 

• Collaborative workshops in five main centres: Sydney, Melbourne, 

Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth.  Submissions online also (wide catchment) 



Sally.Varnham@studentvoice.uts.edu au, or my 

Fellowship Manager: 

Ann.Cahill@studentvoice.uts.edu.au

Thank you
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